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CLAUDIO DOBBS. 
CHAPTER 6. 
The Character of an Actress. 


Fanny Lee, we have said, is a most de- 
lightful creature. There may be far finer 
women than Fanny, but none have the same 
kind of fascination; none the same sweet~ 
ness of manner both in public and private. 
Fanny’s talent is not appreciated to the full 
extent of her merits. What a candour, a 
vivacity, and an ease in her manner when 
she plays her own parts; what pathos, 
what nature and sparkling humour in her 
voice, looks, and gestures. 

But it is not in the Rosalinds and heroes 
of Shakespere that she excels; she is seen 
to greater advantage in the clever pieces of | 
Bernard, and plays of like kind. Fanny 
Lee in private is an actress, certainly ; but | 
It would be difficult to say in what she is | 
not natural. You listen to her a3 you would 
to an old familar song—quaint, tender, and | 
original. The music of her voice wants no | 
freshness; the pleasantry of her conversa- | 
tion flags not; you are amused, beguiled, | 
and made to forget yourself: but Fanny | 
does not wander into the regions of poetry. 
She has fancy, but not imagination. If. 
she had, there would be no actress with 
whom an ideal spirit could be so charmed. 

Fanny’s acting is the counterpart of 
Thackeray’s writing, and that is as good of 
its kind as it can be. The character of 
this woman is a problem, if not an enigma. 
She is kind-hearted, generours, and not in- 
capable of devotion ; but she is a diplomatist. ' 








/ and immaculate as eould be wished, what is 


































Tallerand himself could not surpass her in 
the finesse of her policy. 

Our actress tries to captivate all, What 
pretty things she says which mean nothing ! 
How flattered you feel, without knowing 
why, when she addresses you on the most 
trivial topic! and yet you cannot say she is a 
flatterer; and, indeed, when the silver 
tones of her voice do not ring in the ear 
you are astonished that you can have been 
so bewitched. Admiration is necessary to 
such women as Fanny. The excitement of 
a theatrical life engenders a continual thirst 
for conquest; she is never satisfied but when 
adding to the list of her victories. This 
coquetry may be excused in Fanny, if not 
extenuated. She has no wish to injure 
any one; and if her life be not blameless 


that to us? 

We confess to a greater reverence for 
Nell Gwynne and Mrs. Jordan, than for the 
prim, precise, and cold-hearted woman who 
condemns their follies; but for all that,-we 
regret that natures so genial and manners 
so engaging should. not adorn society—but 
we must not Jaunch out on this topic at such 
a time as this. 

All the men we know are in love with 
Fanny. Poor W was in love with her 
—a poet— T: , 2 man of.the world, and 
A declares that ‘‘he would go to the 
devil for her!” That we could not our- 
selves, for her or any one: but it is such 
syrens as Fanny “ Who raise a mortal to) 
the skies,” and almost “draw an ange 
down,” 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


DRURY LANE, 

The appearance of Miss Helen Faucit as 
Pauline, in the Lady of Lyons, offered a 
second opportunity to that lady to display 
her marvellous intelligence and grace. Her 
performance of this character is so replete 
with intensity, and so perfectly natural in 
every respect, that the mind reverts to it as 
a pleasing and entrancing vision. Miss 
Faucits impersonation of Pauline, proves 
that it is not tragedy itself which purifies 
the mind by pity and terror, but that it is 
its powerful delineation by one so richly 
endowed which awkens one to a perception 
of the good and beautiful. Mr. Anderson’s 
Claude Melnotte is his best performance : it 
is a pleasing interpretation of the passions 
which actuate the youth, strongly charac- 
terised by much impressiveness and passion- 


ate earnestness. He was received with | 


great favour by the audience, and well 
deserved the unanimous approbation. The 
new pantomime ballet, entitled Vert, Vert, 
is taken from a pretty curiously-metred 
poem of Gresset’s which has been gracefully 
translated into English by Mr. Robert 
Snow. Vert Vertis the name of a parrot 
who is educated in a convent of Nevers, and 
entirely spoilt by the nuns. He was a most 
sagacious bird, and knew by rote his Bene- 
dicite and De profundis, and always cried 
Oremus and Alma Mater in the proper 
places. He subsequently gets into disgrace, 
for abusing the nuns in the worst possible 
language, which he has learnt by chance ; 
and, after repenting, is finally killed by an 
excess of culinary enjoyments. The scene 
is changed to the gardens of the Palace of 
Fontainbleau, where the maids of honour 
bewail the death of their favourite parrot, 
but are fortunately consoled by the appear- 
ance of a youth and his precepter. They 


forthwith determine the former shall supply | 


the place left vacant by Vert Vert, and at 
once seek to destroy the unsophisticated 
spirit of the young candide. The machina- 
tions of the fair plotters, and the puculiar 
senses into which they are led from the 
somewhat slender drama, but, nevertheless 
offer frequent opportunities for the display 


of the profuse liberality with which the 


Italian lady, of whom report had spoken in 
flattering terms. Madlle Vecchi achieved 
a success which was unequivocally acknow- 
ledged by the audience and was fully 
merited, by the abilities of the artiste and 
M. Durand, who was most enthusiastically 
applauded. Madlle Plunkett’s re-appear- 
ance, after a lengthened absence, is an event 
which proved peculiarly pleasirg to the 
public ; her infinite grace, originality, and 
numerous iutellectual qualities constitute 
her one of the most facinating danseuses of 
| the present day. Miss Payne and several 
| other accomplished artists lent excellent 
| assistance to the ensémble, and the coryphees 
| are agile, and’ admirably trained. Mr. 
Payne and Mr. H, Marshall were procduc- 
tive of much amusement, the one as precep- 
| tor to Vert Vert, the other as master of the 
ceremonies to the court. Considering the 
entire effect produced, we are sensible that 
Mr. Bunn has again displayed an energy 
worthy of every commendation. 


HAYMARKET. 


On Saturday evening Mr. Barry Sullivan, 
of provincial celebrity, made his first appear- 
ance in the character of Hamlet. In figure, 
he scarcely reaches the middle height, but 
his deportment is gentlemanly, and his 
action is graceful and unstudied. His coun- 
tenance is intellectual rather than handsome, 
the mouth has not much expression, but his 
forehead is comprehensive, his brow indeli- 
cative of thought, and his eye full of meaning. 
In his opening speech, ‘Seems, madam,” 
he struck the key note of that deep sorrow 
which vibrates sadly through his perfor- 
‘mance. It is the youth whose bright 
morning has been clouded by his destiny 
that we see in Mr. Sullivan’s portrait. In 
the tender, the mournful, the philosophic, 
and the contemplative phases of his charac- 
ter nothing could possibly be better than 
his acting. In his conversational scenes, 
| too, he was natural and effective. Where 
| he fell short of our expections was in the 
| expression of strong passion ; yet in the play 
| Scene, his exhultation at the success of his 
stratagem for touching the King’s con- 
science, was as intense and vigorous as could 
be desired. The scene with Ophelia, where 
he tells her to “go to a nunnery,” was a 








ballet has been placed upon the stage. A | fine piece of acting, replete with genuine 


new dancer and danseuse, the latter an 








‘feeling, and nothing could be marked with 
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greater judgement and delicacy than the 
faint line between his assumed madness 
and the natural perturbation of his mind. 
His soliloguies were, as may be imagined, 
the most perfect portion of his performance ; 
contemplative and abstracted, they exhibited 
with great truth the inner workings of his 
spirit. His soliquy on Yorick’s skull was 
read with much pathos. In the last act he 
was eminently successful‘ his fencing was 
remarkably gracefvl, and although his dying 
scene was somewhat protracted, it was highly 
effective, and brought down the curtain 
amidst thunders of applause, which were 
kept up until the debutant came forward to 
acknowledge the merited tribute paid to a 
most legitimate success. Mr. Leigh Murray, 
who had played Osrick, afterwards announ- 
ced the tragedy for repetition on ‘Tuesday 


present time it will be found we have kept 
our word to the letter; nevertheless, it 
becomes irksome, and we may add painful, 
to witness the same plays so repeatedly. 
We believe for about the fifth time within 
the space of two months, Shakespere’s 
Othello has been attempted at this institu- 
tion; we have given our opinion so con. 
tinually, that to find new terms to express 
our ideas upon the acting of the various 
persons attempting the same characters, we 
have need of a dictionary in every language 
under the sun. This month, February 3rd, 
we had Othello repeated; the gentleman 
who undertook the character of the noble 
Moor on this occasion was a Mr. Gennery ; 
in his personation of the part it was evident 
he had studied closely, for he was well con- 
versant with the text, but in his delivery he 





and Thursday, amidst renewed plaudits. 
We have only to add that-the other charac- 
ters were respectably sustained. Mr. 
Stuart’s Ghost, and Mr. Howe’s Laertes 


especially deserving commendation, as was | 


Miss Reynold’s Ophelia, and Mrs. F. 
Vining’s Queen. The new play to be pro- 
duced at this theatre on the 14th, contains 
one of the most ably drawn female charac- 
ters held for many a day on the stage. 
Tne author is a poet in the truest sense of 
the word. Without an ostentatious display 
of philosophy, he enters ably into the mo- 
tives which governs the human heart, and 
keeps alive the interest of his piece as much 
by the conduct of the passions as by the 
powerful influence of events. We look for- 
ward, therefore, with much curiosity to the 
first performance of his piece, in which Mr. 


and Miss Vandenhoff take prominent parts. | 


QUEEN'S 
Shaw, The Life Guardsman, and other 
dramas of an interesting description, tc- 


gether with the gorgeous and truly comic | 


pantomime have made up excellent bills of 
fare since our last. The theatre which by 
the way looks bright and cheerful in the ex- 
treeme has been extreemely well filled each 
evening, the company being of the most 
respectable description. 





GOUGH STREET. 
In our address to our readers this year, 
we stated that we should take especial care 
to notice private performances; up to the 


was slow and monotonous, and drawled out 
the dialogue to so great a length that it be- 
came wearisome. We know not whether 
it was his first attempt, but for the future, 
we hope he will screw his courage to the 
| sticking place, and shew us he can pourtray 
| both feeling and dignity, and we shall feel a 
pleasure in stating as much. Mr. W. King, 
as Iago, laboured hard to produce effect, 
which he accomplished in many instances. 
In his readings he very frequently left off 
abruptly, and in a high tone not altogether 
in accordance with the sentence; perhaps 
the best of his scenes were with Roderigo 
and Emilia. He appears young, and may 
be considered a rising amateur. Cassio is 
anice part for a young beginner, and the 
only difficulty about the acting of it is the 
drunken scene; this bit was very nicely 
acted by Mr. Thompson, who looked the 
| character capitally. The minor characters 
were respectably represented, and were all 
dressed very appropriately. Of the females 
we can speak in very favourable terms ; 
this perhaps arises in some measure from 
their having more time to study than gen- 
tlemen have. Desdemona was played by a 
very young lady, who we understand has 
only appeared twice before on the stage ; 
she looked the innocent and loving bride of 
the noble Moor admirably, for she was 
splendidly dressed for the character. Her 
first address to her father and the senate 
was delivered with feeling and pathos, which 
gained her loud applause. Her silvery- 
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toned voice and tremour of delivery, being 
fearful the senate would deal harshly with 
her for the stolen marriage, told well upon 
the ear, and produced a thrilling effect ; 
the dying scene was also well managed, and 
for a first attempt it was a successful per- 
formance. If we were to go into particulars, 
we should say there was a want of dignity 
and stage effect, that can only be obtained 
by diligence and practice. In Miss Amwell, 
who undertook the character of Emilia, the 
audience had a treat; this young lady has 
now become perfect in this character, and 
is worthy of playing it in a regular respect- 
able company. Her figure and bearing 
upon the stage is lofty and bold, and her 
voice is round and flexible; the applause 
she obtained was well and deservedly given. 
If she has any idea of entering the profes- 
sion, the sooner she obtains a country en- | 
gagement the better. We were pleased to | 
sce the audience so respectable; the play | 
being over so late, we did not stop’ the | 
afterpiece. | 











| 


THE BULWER CLUB. 

On Wednesday last an entertainment was | 
given at the Sussex Hall by the members of | 
the above club; several recitations came | 
off first, then we had a pleasing one-act | 
farce, which we have noticed before, it is 


entitled The way to Nina Wife.  Thislittle | 


piece has been adapted for representation 
without a lady, and considerably improved | 
both in dialogue and construction; it is 


supported by Messrs. Cook, Godfrey, and | 


Fritz. Mr. James Cook’s changes in 
his four impersonations were made with 
really marvellous rapidity, such as we have 
seldom seen excelled at a theatre. Mr. 
Cook was called before the audience amidst 
loud and continued applause; Mr. Henry 
Godfrey, the author, was also called for, 
and on his presenting himself met with an 
enthusiastic reception. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 

Dramaticus,—Mr, T. Serle made his first ap- 
pearance at Drury Lane in 1832, in the 
Factory Girl, ina part called the Skolten, 
Mr. W. Rogers came out fiist at the Surrey, 
under the management of Elliston. We havo 
uot seen any memoir of the above named 
actors, 


E, W.—The notice of the Soho in our next. 








Metnotte — Mr. Bartly was the original 
Colonel Damas, and we have not seen a 
better. We think G. Cook and Barrett both 
admirable in the part. 

B, W.—-The best ‘book an amateur can use is 
“Tyrrell’s Elocutionist,” it is to be had at 
Vicker’s, Hollywell-street, Strand. 


C. T. S.—Write to Mr, Flexmore of the Prin- 
cess’ Theatre, or to Mr. Jas Marshall, of 
Drury Lane, both of whom give lessons in 
the art. 

T. Tomkins.—If our friend is about to publish 
a book we will assist him with pleasure, but 
if the questions he asks are merely out of 
curiosity, we must decline to answer them, 
there are so many it wonld take a day to look 
over the necessary documents. 


Vempronius —Mr. H. Widdicomb of the Surrey 
‘Theatre was born, March 9th., 1815. The 
memoir of Mr. Foreman will appear as soon 
as complete. 








OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET, 


rnin 








WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1852, 





MORALITY OF THE STAGE. 


| The cry of the Conventicle that the stage 
| is not conducive to morality has been some- 
| times justified by the injudicious, not to say 
| unworthy, conduct of a few of its members. 
The indiscretion in question from time to 
| time comes before our eyes in a shape de- 
| manding our reprehension ; and we should 
not be worthy of our vocation if we did not 
animadvert on those glaring mistakes which 
lower the stage in the general estimation of 
the world. 

When a woman assumes the costume of 
a man, and plays Ion, Romeo, Hamlet, 
and Claude Melnotte, we call her masculine 
and coarse in feeling; when a lady, other- 
wise amiable and well-conducted, retains 
her maiden name after marriage, we say 
she is culpable, and lays herself open to 
the insults of libertinism. Let us not be 
mistaken. We have no wish to accuse a 
woman occupying a high position in her 
profession of immodesty; but we protest 
against a system that does not give the 
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| 
protection of an honourable name to an 


actress whose many generous and exem- 
plary qualities we are happy to confess. 
We ask that lady, if by any chance she 
should see an article written in no un- 
friendly spirit, to re-consider an act which 
we cannot but suppose has been the result 
of thoughtlessness) Why is a married 
woman to appear on the stage as Miss so- 
and-so, any more tham were she single she 
should perform as Mistress that or the 
other? Surely, the professors of an art 
whose tendencies should be toward the good, 
the true, and the beautifnl, should set an 
example of propriety and right feeling. 
Nor can we think there will be such an era 
for the drama as we wish whilst women are 
reckless of the constructions put on their 
conduct, not only by austere religionists, 
but by men of the world. We do not 
deify convention ; and although we agree 
with those who think that women should 
not only be virtuous, but seem so, we should 
be the last to assert the culpability of any 
one in a moral point of view until the out- 
rage to decency demanded public reproba- 
tion. It is from small beginnings that 
errors as well as good actions come into 
being. Let a woman sanction the addresses 
of a man without complying with the re- 
quirements of society, and the result is 
always misery. Let an actress defy opinion, 
relying on her own spotless purity of in- 
tention—for we will not imagine that the 
individual to whom we allude is not worthy 
of ranging in the same category as Siddons 
and O'Neil as a woman—and the voluptuary 
and the libertine consider that she is like 


has a perfect knowledge of the author, and 
his readings were correct and well delivered. 
Mr. Merton, who played Beauseant, was 
very gentlemanly, and in many instances 
displayed ability. Damas was assigned to 
Mr. P. Landon, who gave to the character 
considerable comic unction. The little 
part of Gaspar was efficiently acted by Mr. 
Anderson. Mrs. Henderson, who does 
every part she undertakes very respectably, 
played with care and feeling ; in the well 
know cottage scene, she was quite success. 
ful, and the applause that followed proved 
she had worked up the feelings of the 
audience to a high state of admiration; 
she has established herself in the part of 
Pauline more successfully than any other 
lady amateur we have seen. Miss Herbert, 
who is a most promising and rising actress, 
did ample justice to the character of Mad. 
Deschappelles ; she really looked the cha- 
racter admirable, and her acting had all the 
requirements and finish of one of more ex- 
perience ; she was of course a favourite 
with the audience. The Widow Melnotte 
was carefully sustained by Miss Young; 
and the play was altogether well acted. 
If these good people wish us to notice the 
afterpieces, they must begin at a reasonable 
time; they cannot expect to keep us up 
out of our comfortable bed till one o’clock 
in the morning continually. Amongst the 
company in the stalls we observed Lady 
Arlington, Captain Herbert, and Major 
White. 


DR. JOHNSON’S TAVERN, 
(Fleet Street.) 











so many of her profession, willing at least 
to listen to flattery and to folly, and to en- 
courage the attentions from which modesty 
shrinks with disgust. 





CABINET THEATRE KING'S CROSS. 


This truly pretty amateur theatre was 
opened on Friday evening for the purpose 
of an amateur performance, which was at- 
tended by an audience of great respectability 
—the never-to-be-forgotton Lady of Lyons 
was the play, which was in every respect 
cast in a most efficient manner. Mr, Lacy 
was the Claude Melnotte;. we have seen 
this gentleman play the part before, and 
was much pleased by his delineation; he 








Amongst the many Taverns about the 
| metropolis, where concerts are made a lead- 
| ing feature by the proprietor, for the amuse- 
|ment of the company, the above tavern 
| must assuredly take the lead. The concert 
is most efficiently filled up with singers of 
well-known ability; here is a variety— 
tenors, basses, and comic; the glees are 
admirably well executed, and the solos 
generally beautifully sung. As for the 
comic portion of the singing, nothing can 
be more amusing than the manner in which 
Pinnaket gives his versions, many of them 
in character, which are particularly hu- 
mourous; the parody upon “ Happy Land,” 
and the “‘ Last Dying Speech,” are amongst 
he many. But the most prominent feature 
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of the entertainment is by a youth appa- 
rently about thirteen years of age, whose 
executior. upon the violin is astonishingly 
clever; he produces the most beautiful 
tones we ever heard from his instrument, 
and the rapidity of his execution can only 
be believed but by those who have heard 
him play. He has a brother who plays 
with him, and the duets are splendidly 
given; we understand their names are 
Holmes. For the scientific in music it 
will be a great treat, and for those who are 
itot masters of the science, we feel sure 
they will be delighted. The accommoda- 
tion is first-rate, being a lofty and large 
room, to take a cigar; a continuation of 
amusement is going on from 8 o’clock till 
12. An evening may be most agreeably 
spent at the Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, par- 
ticularly by gentlemen from the country, 
who wish for a splendid glass of grog, a 
good cigar, and a chat with a friend. 





BEETHOVEN ROOMS, 
(Cavendish Square.) 


On Mohday evening, Mrs. Alexander 
Gibbs, late Miss Graddon delivered an in- 
teresting and instructive sacred lecture, the 
room was full of fashionables prior to the 
lady’s commencement. Part the first con- 
tained, Introductory remarks on the sacred 
works of the greatest masters ; the style of 
music designed for man to hold communion 
with his creator. ‘The first song if we may 
so describe it, He was Despised, from 
Handle’s Messiah, was beautifully given 
with solemn pathos, and great fecling. 


also rendered in a chaste ant pure manner, 
without ornament, but with immense ex- 
pression, and Angels ever Bright and Fair, 
was equally good. Tlie second part com- 
menced with music, the language of the 
passions; and addresses a whole class of 
perceptions. Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy, 
his sacred works, and his mode of treating 
them. But the great feature of the evening 
consisted in the ballad, Ere Jnfancy’s Bud, 
this was rendered in a most feeling and 
spirited manner, which drew down a peal 
of applause, Mrs Gibbs has proved upon 
this occasion she is’ capable of singing 
sacred mwusi¢, particular the works of 
Handel, Hayden &c., superior to any other 

















vocalist of the present day. Her readings 
were marked by a distinctness of articulation 
equally correct. The lecture was highly 
successful, and cannot fail to please the 
multitude, we understand the whole is 
compiled by W. Gurney Esq., and shews 
he has handled the subject in a masterly 
style. 


To the Editor of the “* Theatrical Journal.”’ 


Sir,—Your periodical being designed (I 
presume) to expose unfair treatment of 
individuals connected with our metropolitan 
theatres, in whatever way they may be em- 
ployed, where their services cannot be dis- 
pensed with; I beg to call your attention 
to the unjust niggardly manner in which 
our Orchestral Musicians are remunerated, 
which demands at the hands of justice a 
reform. When a gentleman, standing high 
in the theatrical profession, opens a house 
for the usual term called a season, he en- 
gages a leader for his band of instrumen- 
talists, who has a fixed sum per week 
allowed, out of which he has to pay a cer- 
tain number, varying according to the size 
of the house. As this system affords the 
afuresaid individual a chance oi pocketing 
a sum beyond his own fixed weekly salary, 
he is tempted to beat down talent far below 
its fair estimate of reward; and some in 
the orchestras of our minor theatres in 
particular, devote four hours every evening, 
besides attending rehearsals so many hours 
in the week, for a paltry eighteen shillings 
or one-pound-five per week; -who have to 








| blow a wind instrument, and in operatic 
The Air, Lord Have Ale ca Upon Me, was 


entertainments are thus compelled to ex- 
ercise their lungs for so long atime; and 
while a star receives as much salary per 
night as would pay a band of twelve or six- 
teen for a week’s services. They, although 
indispensible in musical entertainments, yet 
are overlooked by the audience, and con- 
sidered well paid by managers if they 
receive the afore-named paltry salary; and 
having wives and families to support, they 
are driven to the necessity of either accept- 
ing half a loaf or none, and their being 
others ready to fill their posts, all self-will 
or choice is set aside. I could expose more 
of this but fearing I have already trespassed 
too much on your time ; should this simple 
statement of facts be worthy of a place in 
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. mee | 
1e “Theatrical Journal,” it is at your | 
service; or, perhaps you will favour the | = 


writer with your opinion on the subject in 
your ‘Answers to Correspondents,” ad- 


dressed to “An advocaté for-what is right ” | 


~ ‘PROVINCTIALS, — 


MancuesTer.— FREE TRADE HAti.— On 
Monday evening last the concert was very 
numerously attended, the Scotch harmonised 
air, “*O where, tell where is your Highland 
Laddie gone?” was beautifully rendered by the 
choir, and obtained an encore, Our talented 
townsman, Mr. Seymour, gave a very brilliart 
solo or two on the violin, and was much ap- 
plauded. Mr. Perring’s beautiful song, ** Oh! 
the Maids of merry England,” was excellently 
by the composer himself, who is gaining fresh 
laurels every day. Mrs. Thomas sung Doni- 
zetti’s ‘Come, let us be happy together,”’ ina 
very pleasing manner. Miss Shaw also sang in 
a very chaste style, ‘‘’T'was within a mile 0’ 
Edinb’ro town,” and was warmly applauded ; 
and though last not least, M. Delavanti, sung 
the Scotch song, “O Allister Me Allister,” 
capitally, and received a hearty encore. ‘This 
gentleman took a benefit on Monday last, being 
the last night but two of the season. 

QuEEN’s THEATRE.—On Thursday last the 
tragedy of Brutus was followed by the interlude 
of Bathing, in which Mr. R. F, Smith appears 
to great advantage; the Charley Finch, of Mr. 
Cowrtley, is anything but satisfactory —we 
should recommend this gentleman to weed off 
obnoxious buffoonery, and in some instances 
almost obscene, and truly very coarse language, 
we hope he will take the hint. ‘Ihe other cha- 
racters were well sustained. 

THe Inrant Marte has been at the Free 
Trade Hall, performing to very respectable 
houses, and has given great satisfaction; the 
performance terminating with the splendid view 
of St. Peter's at Rome, which certainly is a 
most beautiful picture. 

Mecuanics’ Instirution.—Saturday Even- 
ing Concerts —The concert on Saturday last was 
for the benefit of Mr. W. Pigot, the crlebrated 
buffo. The glee, “‘ We Country Clod-hoppers,” 
was capitally sung by Messrs. Bednal, Pigot, 





and Grundy, and was encored. Mr. H. Walker, | 


gave a very brilliant solo on the Concertina; 
Mr. Pigot gave usa very clever and amusing 
composition of his own, entitled “Jack the 
Giant Killer,” with Cornopean Obligato, in 
which he was rapturously encored. Mr. Bed- 
sang Braham’s “ Death of Nelson ”’ very nicely. 
The band played Jullien’s Hibernian Quadrilles 
very beautifully, a repetition of which was 
loudly called for and obtained. The concert 
throughout was most satisfactory. 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 





We are sorry to hear that Mr. Lra Aldridge, 
the African Roseius is exceedingly ill and con- 
fined to his bed. 


‘The pantomimes now begin to disappear: the 
Victoria, Surrey, and City, seem destined to 
hold the longest careers. 

The new drama at Astley’s Amphitheatre, by 
James Barber, Esq., is to be produced on Mon- 
day week, 

Mr. Conquest, the spirited manager and pro- 
prietor of the Grecian Saloon, has just returned 
from Paris, from which gay city he has imported 
a great variety of novelties with which to en- 
tertain the London public. 

Mrs, FANNY KEMBLE’s SHAKSPERIAN READ- 
1nGs.—The first of a new series of Shaksperian 
readings was given by this talented lady, at the 
St. James’s Theatre, on last Tuesday evening. 
The piece chosen was the most poetical of the 
plays of the immortal bard—A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, to which a new charm was 
added by the introduction of Mendelssohn’s ex- 
quisite music, executed by abont fifty instru- 
mental and twenty vocal performers. The 
ettect of this melodious colouring to the fanciful 
imagery of the poet was really fine, and the 
appearance of a numerous and fashionable 
audience testified the delight which the reading 
afforded them. 

MADAME FIORENTINI. — Negociations are © 
pending between this ‘charming vocalist and 
Mr. Bunn, and there is every reason to hope 
during the present operatic season of that very 
active caterer for the public amusement au 
Opportunity will be afforded the prima donna of 
appearing at Drury Lane, and singing in her 
native tongue. 

FRENCH AcTorS AND AcTRESSES.—From an 
official return just made, it appears that -the 
twenty Paris theatres employ at the present 
moment 246 employes, 425 actors, and 367 
actresses; those of the banlicu, without the 
city, employ 47 actors and 28 actresses; those 
of the departments engaged are 261 .emplayea, 
849 actors, and 599 actresses. General ,tatal, 
2,826, without including supernumeries, smn- 
sicians, box-keepers, check-takers, &¢,, »who 
form a tota of several thousand persons, 


Dramatic Society, 54, Seymore Street, 
Euston Square.— We understand that this society 
is progressing most favourably, ithe first class 
are actively engaged in rehearsing Shakespere’s 
beautiful tragedy of Hamlet, and the farce of 
High Life below Stairs, which is to:be.perfor- 
one on the 27th inst, The 2nd class is now 
orming, they propose enacting the Merchant of 
Venice, and the celebrated dramaiof Don Cesar 
de Kazan, A few members wanting to complete 








this class, 
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Lorp Byron's MAnFreD.—This fine dramatic | the Manager will be given to secure the pro 
poem has been arranged for the stage, and set | ficiency of his Pupil-. 
to entirely new music, by the talented German Ladies and Gentlemen of First Class will 
composer, Robert Schumann, and is to be pro- | enact Hamlet and High Life below Stairs, on 
duced at the Ducal Theatre of Weimar. the 27th inst. A few members wanted to com- 

MAvame Sontac.—There is in rehearsal at | Plete the Second Class, Address to E. St. Clair, 
Stutgard a new opera, by Charles Eckert, en- | Manager, 50, Copenhagen Street, West Islington, 
titled William of Orange, i in which this aiteeed | or if personally, at the Institution, 54, Seymour 
vocalist will sustain the principal part. Street, Euston Square, at 8 o'clock every 


evening. 
Apretepu1 —A new farce, to be called The 


Leghorn Bonnet, will be produced here on KOSSUTH, the HUNGARIAN EXILE- 
Thursday. Messrs. Wright, Paul Bedford, and| _ BLOOMER COSTUME: Five beantiful 
Emery have parts in it. varieties, by which the public may judge 
if this dress can ever become popular, are now 
ADVERTISEME NT T: Ss. added to MADAME TUSSAUD and SON’S 
- | EXHIBITION,—Admission—Large Room and 
SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, | Hall of Kings, 1ls.; Napoleon’s Shrine and 
Dean Street, Soho. The above elegant Theatre | Chamber of Horrors, 6d.—Open from 11 till 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will | dusk, and from 7 till 10.—BAZAAR, Baker 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, | Street, Portman Square. 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Hotzporn. 
concert (including gas) £5, Mr. Gilbert pre- | This most Commodious, Elegant, and comfortably 
pares pupils for the stage, comprising instruc- | appointed Ball Room is Open every Evening. 
tion in the grammar of the stage, elocution, the | Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated Band, com- 
use of the foils and broad sword, the art of | prising the following distinguished professors, 
“making up” the face for character, the | viz.:—Messrs. Zerbini, E.C Frewin, T. Field, 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with | Chinery, T. E. Thompson, C. Marriott, W. H. 
absolute practice of acting on the stage; the | Barrett, John Cruft, W. Griffiths, George 
method of procuring an engagement, and all | Taylor, Chapman, R. Kimber, Jones, W. White, 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from | F, Berrington, R. S. Rockstro, Whitehead, 
being subject to the usual annoyances and | Joseph Tyler, James Tyler, Luke Berrington, 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage | E, B. Erlam, J. Thomas, Chas, Thomas, Josh, 
business of a single character. Benefits got up | Thompson, &c. &c., will perform all the new 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very | and favourite Dance Music, by every composer 
reduced charges and a company found if | (native and foreign) of repute; including those 
required. The office is open every evering | of Labitzky, Bosisio, Coote, Tinney, D’Albert, 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every | Jullien, J. B. Zerbini, H. Oakey, T. Browne, E. 
information given by CHARLEs G, GILBERT. C, Frewen, T. Baker, Montgomery, W. Guernsey, 
Pilodo, Wallerstein, J.M. Jolly, Koenig, Marschan, 
NEW PRIVATE THEATRE INSTITU- | Ernesto, &c. &c.; commencing each evening 
tion, 54, Seymour STREET, EusTON SQUARE, | with a GRAND OVERTURE by one of the 
Edward St. Clair, late manager of the West- | following composers:—Rossini, Weber, Auber, 
minister Dramatic Society, (Calisthae, 1847), | Balfe, &c. Musical director and conductor— 
respectfully informs his former Pupils, his | Mr. W. M. Packer. Master's of the ceremonies 
Friends, and the Public generally, that a new | —Messrs, Giovannelli, Wood, and Henry Mott, 
and elegant Theatre is in the course of con- | The picture galleries, divan and balconies, 
struction at the above Institution. Ladies and | command a complete view of the ball-room. 
gentlemen becoming members of this Society | Doors open at half-past Seven and close at 
will experience the advantages of sound prac- | Twelve. Admission Is. 
tical instruction in every department of stage 


























business, by a Professional Gentleman who has SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
for many years been Manager of several Pro- |g ~4 on see eesennnensnes Bondy 
vincial Theatres. The Society will be formed A meetin Four Shillings. 


into Classes, each Class enacting a5 Act Play, | puptished every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock for 
Drama, or Farce, before a private and select | the Eoegetetnn, | by 8. Ee Collins, ny jeg cee ve Be bed had 

ry R of Vickers, oly well-street ; en ar wick-lane ; 
andience ’ the whole 80 arranged and conducted Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Scales, 195, Shireditch ; and all 
that a weekly subscription of 3s., 2s., and | Booksellers and Newsvendors. 
ls. will cover all expenses, Each Class will Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: Birmingham, 
perform once a month ; Rehearsals and Instruc- W. Pratt, 82, Digber 3 J.E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 








aan : Liverpool, To be had by order in anv of the Provincia) 
tion once a week. The unremitting exertion of | tows, 7 
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